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was promoted to the Cabinet. The Prime Minister
mentioned the Admiralty* But his interests ky
nearer home in 1908, although he had been heard
to express a strong objection to the Local Govern-
ment Board (declining "to be shut up in a soup-
kitchen with Mrs. Sidney Webb "); and when the
new appointments were announced, it was found
that Mr. Churchill had become President of the
Board of Trade.

IV

It was April, 1908, when Mr. Asquith formed the
Government upon whose membership his country
has been living almost ever since.^ For the propor-
tion of genuine ability was higher than anything that
had been seen in public life since Mr. Gladstone's
great administration forty years before. The Prime
Minister with sober confidence in his own intellect
was not afraid to have intelligent colleagues, and the
result was formidable. Asquith, Grey, Haldane,
Lloyd George, and Winston Churchill, with John
Morley as their Elder Statesman, were a Cabinet of
Prime Ministers, a team whose quality was written on
the next thirty years of English politics. Winston
Churchill was just thirty-three when he took his seat
among them, and he found it next to Morley*s. But
before he was fully qualified as a Cabinet Minister,,
he faced the fires of re-election. North-west Man-
chester was restive now. Free Trade had been duly
safeguarded in 1906; and, that overriding interest
secure, Manchester showed signs of reverting to the